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BOOK THE 


Dark, The Timeless Co., Sept. 30, 1941. 
495 


Timeless Land Eleanor Dark hes tale one the 
more English colonial history, the convict set- 


tlement Australie Although Dark gives comprehen- 
account the brutelizing and inhuman under which 
prisoners were forced colonize the new continent yet the mein 
theme her story the breakdown simple but na- 
tive culture attuned the and the the 


vironment within wnose framework the aborigines flourished for 
generations. 


The story woven about three main Arthur Phillips, the 
first governor, the convict Andrew Prentice Bennilong, more 
less typieal native, governor, Fhillips build new 
empire from human dregs end with sadly materials the 
antipodal land where conditions seemed always reversed. 
this struggle perceives the necessity and compromise 
and that way attains certain measure success, His aim most 
noble that builds toward the future vision nation free 
men and not penal colony for the aggrandizement the mother realm. 
Prentice, who had forgotten shame end whose life had been 
more base every experience until hed regerd 
morals and ethics luxuries not available the 
himself irit confidence and human dignity 
when, with the eid wife, succeeds wresting stable 
living from the aftér having escaped from the cclony. 


The most important character the entire book, however, Bennilong 
whose attraction the white settlers resvlts progressive 
ence ending the ablation every desirable native cuelity. 


Although the euthor uses other natives such Arabanoo Colbce 
bring out salicnt points the Tribal Law yet she 
probes most deeply into the aboriginal psyche her 
contention thet much the and noble was wantonly destroyed 
blind ignorance sired from impregnable belicf their 
superiority. Without dilating too great extent 
aboriginal culture, one point most noteworthy, the natives 
used some their property all their natural resources 
besis and them the system was incomprehensible 
needless 


Miss Dark hes written and extremely workmanlike 
book. She commended for the objectivity she manages 
achieve her treatment emotional subject. Her style 
quite acceptable and her choice language good with but one 
ception, tendency the overuse netive words and which 
tends weaken the thread thought. 


The book suitable and may recommended for adult readers and 
for those college level but not the type would appeal 
those lower age levels. 


Hervey, Harry. School for Eternity Bros., 1941. 
*2.50 


The mechanical technique Harry Hervey's School for Eternity 
strongly reminiscent Thornton Bridge San Luis Rey but 
whereas Wilder's book was simple and though not too valu- 
able, Mr. Hervey's book overelaborated and shows little under- 
standing the problems which writes. The author continually 
strives for effects through phraseological juggling but 
achieve best brittle brilliance valueless the tinsel 
resembles. The entire book seems based some the author's 
inherent difficulties with the problems love, life, religion and 
the nature God, but case are valid conclusions The 
result rather confused jumble lamaism and Christianity 
which God and afterlife are admitted but which man's relations 
love, life and religion are still vegue and 


attempting reach his conclusions Mr. Hervey gathers his cast 

the Caribbean island San Ligouri and, under the aegis Fath- 
Weekend guests the mysterious Count Girghiz. The Count bald- 
headed, long-bearded, cynically philosophical sybarite 
whose major pleasures are spiritual vivisection and the delights 
the bath. During the three days, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and 
Sunday, the guests are dissected, individually and collective- 
ly, for the benefit and the problems facing them are pre- 
Jock McLain and Amanda Ansley are shown case where 
the woman subordinates love security and then fails keep her 
part the bargain making both herself and husband unhappy. 
drown his emotions Jock hes taken overstimulation, eith- 
alcoholic adventurous, and has succeeded destroying himself 
completely. Jock finally suicides just when Amande solves her 
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problem forsaking her husband come Rosa Savoy used 
show the ruin artistic through overdevotion sen- 
suslity and self-interest. Shc attempts solve her problem ne- 
gation the flesh but never gives the solution fair 
Ruric, promising young artist, has fallen into since his 
selfish love caused the death his best friend. Ledy Mag hss 
partial solution for his problem but the earthauake inter- 
rupts its execution. Lady Mag, the English nobility, herself 
normel woman whose life had been shattered triple tragedy for 
which she Since the deaths baby, husband and 
sister she has lost her initiative end lives with friends per- 
petuel guest, too poor herself but nevertheless retain- 
ing more human dignity than any the other Ledy Meg 
solves her own problems persuading the Count endow young Ruric 
under her supervision. spent her life helping 
others the which sheckled her carly 

swamp life. She schoolteacher, useful though limited 
experience. She has remained faithful Wede who died twenty 
years ago and result her life has never been normally completed. 
She restimulated the simple seaman Ross Tabor but solution 
reached. 


Anton Lescale who was the Count's bully boy occasion 
Paris. His mission one blackmail but frustrated when the 
Count himself brings out the the incriminating papers end 
unmasks Lescale Didot Mouvet, escaped convict confirmed 
fetishist. After cases have been stated and some solutions at- 
tempted the book with earthquake which may may not have 
destroyed most the characters. 


Objectionable features abound throughout the book. There some pro- 
fanity and great deal pseudo-sophisticated humor. Slurs cast 
organized religion and the renegade cleric, Father Damon, 
whicn runs through the lives several These features 
with the general aimlessness the book militate 
its The book not recommended. 


Faulkner, Men Working. Harcourt, Brace Co., 1941. 300p. 
2.50 


Men Working southern white trash novel the brother William 


There is, covrse, not single admirable character the book, 
one unimportant son. Hub Taylor, with his wife, 
idiot son born before their marriags, end crippled son, and the 
desired and daughter Virginia, and some four 
children, his sharecropping farm for and job 
the town twenty-six seven other similar 
into lerge old house whieh family has one private 


bacco Road and without, however, their power their 

point. 


-until jealously knocks down fellow with whom she dancing and 
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Taylor's concern and anger comes late and broth- 
"juke" hall are the only touches morel sense any the 
acters. One Virginia comes home with Frank, announcing 
just married with child. The perents welcome Frank and 

proud that hed done “right 


Inevitably course, their first hour bed not too 
harmful, but nevertheless pointlessly and improperly. does 
however, that among people such these, sex, not love, the mo- 
tive life. Aftcr the husband moves in, another child moved in- 
the hellway. 


During advanced pregnancy, Frank his elsewhere, and 
Virginia curses him. The child born, all right again 


takes and keeps her home until, her resentment, hes her 
pregnant Then goes out alone again every night and finally 
does not return. said left for iemphis with 
girl. Virginia's pride crushed, but she glad, too, 
spered pregnancy forevermore. 


feanwhile, there are periodical lay-offs from the and the light 
and water are shut off. The backyard becomes the privy and the neigh- 
bors complain. After not paying rent for months, when employed 
all the familics move the other side town into another 
house. The idiot dics they keep him under the bed for 
weck, till the paying tenants tend move away. The 
finelly pays, and helps bury the body, wents the Taviors 
the others but helpless. Instead they take three truckdriv- 
ers, too, who still further demoralize the Just when 
the Teylors they might back sharecroppins Taylor 
his WPA job back and the sub-human existence on. 


The story depicts the brutishness human for de- 
prived civilizing influences, economically and cuiturally. They 
are unbelicvably improvident, lezy, alcoholic, sexy. and all 
these things are correctly shown ugly and bad. Could would 
these people themselves reed the book might them much 
hard, however, see how can give the rest much except 
ugly pictures and foul taste the mouth. There not, 
Grapes Wrath, motive suggestion for improving the condition 
these people. Rather the book makes that hopeless 

try help them. 


Naturally, some words are used and about four sentences 
are very (pp.44, 82). 


For thet reason the not given people 
college age. There really good reason for 

enybody, that quite interesting and not likely 
narm any grown person. improvident, alcoholic people may 
Shocked into reelization their viccs it. short, not 
condemned for adults. 


Cain, James Mildred Pierce. Knopf, 1941. 


Scarlett O'Hera wes country Becky Sharp 
highly-principled moral young lady and the soul purity 
contrast Vede from Jemes Cain's new novel, Mildred Pierce. 
Mr. Cain hes succceded creating character, vicious 
her utterly unmoral her with others, unprincipled, 
and completely dehumanized seem almost unreal. 


Oddly cnough, Pierce not the central The entire 
story revolves around Mildred Pierce who after having driven awey her 
somewhat husband Bert, finds herself left face the ugly 
responsibilities providing for their two daughters alone. 
frenzied search for opportunity she finally lowers her pride be- 
come waitress after short time fortunate series inci- 
dents enables her open her own specialty restuarant. the mean- 
time however, Mildred, being predominantly animel and boasting 

her prime possession pair attractive legs, first enga- 
rather affair with Welly Burgan and then surrenders 
herself tempestuous lust with Monty Beragon. 


Mildred's business Monty's fortunes and 
sumes somewhet the status gigolo, being useful introducing 
Veda, who, after the other daughter's death has become the sole ob- 
ject unreasonable mother-love, his and furthering 
her musical education. Veda, herself, first spoiled brat 
then develops into beautiful but vicious girl. discovering 
that she could never develop into really pisnist she 
home, seduces the son magnate and then his fam- 
ily for money further career redio. her radio debut 
coloratura soprano she captures the hearts the eountry with her 
success, 


the meantime Mildred has married Monty, refurbished the Reragon 
estate and after reconciliation with Veda assumes most ex- 
penses her career. these things she atteins slight 
happiness which wrecked when she finds that expenditures 
have ruined her business and that Monty ani Veda are inti- 
mate. The two for New York Mildred returns Bert and 
bottle rye the book ends, 


Mildred Pierce the story conflict 
Mildred's selfish love and warped personality. The issues 
however are poorly drawn and the cheracters unmoral that value 
can found the book. There almost possession 
sexual episodes which, together with smattering and 
vulgarity, render the book worthless. not 


eves 


SEFTEMBER CRIME CLUB SELECTION 


Seely, Mabel. The Chuckling Fingers. Doubleday, Doran, 1941. 


Fiddler's Fingers, collection estates end summer resort 
Superior, provides the background for this mystery novel which 
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moves fast and interesting gait. There are plenty clues, com- 
unrelated seems, until Ann Gay, with acutely developed sen- 
hearing and smell plus the usual ingenuity needed catch the 


Kesselring, Arsenic and Old Lace. Random 1941. 187p. 


the highly popular play that opened January 10, 
1941 and will run for several years. Two Brooklyn spinsters 
old lace have mad penchant for relieving the troubles lovely 
giving them elderberry wine plus little Their 
harmless nephew Teddy, who insists T.R., fits perfectly 
the Panama Canal the cellar into which the Brewster 
ters can easily place their victims. tell more would ruin the plot 
fine comedy which has objectionable scenes and only few 
shady lines, Recommended light humor all 


Mary. Friend Flicka. J.B. Lippincott Co., 1941. 


Friend Flicka simple story, yet its very simplicity lies 
beauty and value. the story boy and his horse 
within its confines manages tell adventure, courage, 
motherhood and finally the deep psychological changes necessary 
the life boy. 


The story opens with Ken McLaughlin just home from school and home 
disgrace account his failure pass the fifth grade. This and 
other minor shortcomings deeply puzzle end disturb Rob McLaughlin, 
his practical, ex-Army captain, Scotch father, whose major ambition 
train good horses and who cannot understand this youngster whom 
loves. His mother, Nell, however, sees beneath the outward 
Ken's nature and knows that only the possession something 
which can love and cherish his very own will develop sense 
responsibility which Ken needs mature normally. 


She persuades Rob give Ken colt which can train for himself. 
Ken chooses Flicka, yearling filly from the loco Rocket and Banner, 
the imperious sire the ranch. Rob feels that Flicka will develop 
into horse, did all others her strain, and attempts 

dissuade Ken. But Ken has been captivated the wild beauty 

the horse, and all better judgment clings stubhornly his 
From then everything that Ken and Flicka causes trouble 
and further inflames Rob who already worried about the financial 
position the ranch, 


Flicka has shown flashes the wildness and intractability which 
Characterizes her mother's strain and when finally corralled injures 

herself severely. She develops infection and spite Ken's 
Care seems about die. During her itlness Ken his sense 
responsibility and wins his father's love and respect his conduct. 

Rob finally forced order Flicka shot order end her misery. 
That night when Ken comes for last visit finds Flicka weak 
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she cannot move from the icy stream into which she had slipped. 
sits there all night holding her head above water and the exposure 
undermines him that pneumonia results. The cold water, however, 
washes the fever from Flicka and she gradually recovers. Ken recovers 
more Slowly and the book ends with joyful meeting boy and horse. 


Throughout the entire story Ken's mother, Nell, moves the guiding 
spirit her family. She the wise and good woman who, the spi- 
rit love and motherhood, cares for the physical and spiritual wel- 
fare her husband and sons. She alone can calm and guide her hus- 
band and her sympathetic understanding which responsible for 


Ken's success. 


Mery O'Hara's latest novel fresh, clean story woven about the 
worthwhile things life. She not oversentimental nor does she 
dodge reality but she does court simplicity describing some the 
problems boyhood. Not since Marjorie Rawlings gave The Yearling 
hes there been such compelling story childhood and nature. There 
are features the book and heartily recom- 
mended for all age and levels. 


Jordan, Mildred. One Red Rose Forever. Knopf, 1941. 


Undoubtedly this novel whose scene Pennsylvania from 1750 
1785 and whose chief character the historical "Baron" Heinrich 
(Henry William) will popular for sone time. The author's 
command characterization and action excellent; the historical 
the descriptions social life end customs Philadel- 
phia and nearby Lancaster County, the effects strained colonial 
relations with England and the Revolutionary Wer are introduced 
such way enhance the action and yet not overbalance the story. 
One Red Rose Forever novel first and history secondarily. 


August 1750 Frau Stiegel and her two sons, Heinrich, the elder, 
and Anthony, land Philadelphia the Nancy. From the first day the 
twenty-one year old Heinrich manifests his love clothes, his desire 
regarded stylish, his profligacy, his love for women and his 
attractiveness women. contrast his physical appetites his 
love for music. Soon leaves for Brickerville Lancaster County 
where works for Jacob Huber, gains his affection and, Jacob's 
veiled request, marries Huber. Shortly after, Heinrich finds 
thirteen the woods, almost frozen and near death. The 
next morning she has already recovered (the first indication her 
Superhuman qualities) and introduces herself Diane. Soon Diane de- 
velops great love for Heinrich which gradually returned. Heinrich 
end Diane are kindred spirits, differing every respect from Eliza- 
beth Huber, his first wife and Elizabeth whom married after 
_the first Elizabeth's death. Diane cannot understand Heinrich's re- 
abandon his wife and social conventions and take her off. 
She frustrated. One morning her room empty. Searching parties 


fail find her. This departure really the crux the story for 


Shortly thereafter Elizabeth dies and Heinrich free, could have mar- 
ried Diane. Recause has given hope finding her goes 
and remarries, this time Elizsbeth Quakeress 
develops passion for fine clothes, good food and elaborate 
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The suddenly Diane reappears ani from that point the end the 
story there constant struggle Heinrich's soul between his love 
for and his duties Elizabeth and the children. The 
jllicit love affair continues almost before Elizabeth's eyes until 
finally, Diane marries Elizabeth's nephew revengeful spirit, 
seven months later when child born, which Diane 
premature but which obviously Heinrich's son. 


the same time the Baron's immense iron and glass businesses are 
suffering partially connected with the international situa- 
tion and partially attributable his extravagant tastes and pride 
which would not allow him retrench during depression period. 

The vivid passages and scenes depicting the decline the Baron, the 
defection his friends, the growing his wife and relatives, 
are expertly interwoven and cumulate into realistic effect. 

the reviewer seemed that the decline the Baron was better rep- 
resented than his rise prosperity. 


Finally, Heinrich, after heart attack, live with Diane, 

her husband George Ege (his nephew) and son, Georges, 

whom George Ege believes his son. Diane has interested Georges 

music. Heinrich becomes his teacher new sense 
peace and satisfaction from the art which had been proficient 
youth then hed fevor wealth and material 
pleasure. Then, through circumstence, Georges 
loses his admiration for Heinrich. Shortly after, the Baron suffers 

heart ettack dies with Diane attendance the bed- 
side, 


Despite the theme illicit love between Diane end 
rich, this book well worth for, above shows the 
tregic effects such liaisons. wives had been 
embittered, his daughters sons neglected, his business ruincd, 

wholly partly due the affair with Diane. himself seems 
realize this when man can give nothing the world 
his soul not peace." Yet the author seems imply thet Hein- 
soul would have been peace hed not subjugated his originel 
love for music his worldly ambition. certainly thet 
Heinrich, his words, is:referring peace soul 
sense despite his interest the chapel hismansion his weekly 
sermons his family end the central theme, 

recommend the novel adults who will cetch the 

The title from the scene which Heinrich hes given plot 
the Lutheran for church. When asked 

how shall made, the spirit thet him the 
Baron, said: "One red rose 
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